


Call to Worship: 
 
And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, and to 
open its seals;  
 
For You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out 
of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
 
And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the 
earth." 
 
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the 
throne, the living creatures, and the elders; 
 
And the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice: 
 
 "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and 
wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and blessing!" 
 
And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: 
 
"Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!" 
 
 
Hymn: #262 Holy Holy Holy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of Confession: 
 
O gracious and gentle God, God of peace, Father of mercy, God of all 
comfort: 
 
We confess before You the evil of our hearts. We are so inclined 
toward anger, jealousy, and revenge;  
 
Our ambition and pride often give rise to discord and bitter feelings between 
others and us. 
 
Too often we have both offended and grieved you. 
 
O long-suffering Father, forgive us this sin and permit us to partake of the 
blessing you have promised to us:  
 
Blessed are the peacemakers who shall be called the children of God.  
Through Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Redeemer. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn: Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
 
Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 
The shadow of a mighty Rock 
Within a weary land; 
A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 
From the burning of the noontide heat, 
And the burden of the day. 
 

Upon that cross of Jesus 
Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me 
And from my smitten heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess 
The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness 
 

I take, O cross, thy Shadow 
For my abiding place 
I ask no other sunshine than 
The sunshine of His face 
Content to let the world go by 
To know no gain nor loss 
My sinful self my only shame 
My glory all the cross 
 

My sinful self my only shame 
My glory all the cross 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Assurance of Pardon in the Gospel: 
 
Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
 
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not charge his account 
with sin. 
 
I have acknowledged my sin to You, and You forgave my sin. 
 
He who trusts in the Lord, mercy shall surround him. 
 
Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, you righteous. 
 
And shout for joy all you upright in heart! 
 
 
Hymn: Good Good Father 
 
Hymn: Ancient of Days 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scripture: Hebrews 12:1-4  NASB95 
 
Sermon: Running the Race 
 
1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let 
us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles 
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our 
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 
 
3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against 
Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 
 
4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving 
against sin; 
 
2 Timothy 1:7-8 
 
7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and 
discipline. 
 
8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His 
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power 
of God, 
 
Psalm 27:1 
 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
Whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the defense of my life; 
Whom shall I dread? 
 
Matthew 6:26-27 
 
26 Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much 



more than they? 27 And who of you by being worried can add a single hour 
to his life? 
 
Luke 21:1-4 
 
21 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury. 2 
And He saw a poor widow putting in two small copper coins. 3 And He said, 
“Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all of them; 4 for they 
all out of their surplus put into the offering; but she out of her poverty put in 
all that she had to live on.” 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
 
4 “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! 5 You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. 6 These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your 
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and 
when you lie down and when you rise up. 8 You shall bind them as a 
sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 9 
You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates. 
 
Matthew 14:28-31 
 
28 Peter said to Him, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the 
water.” 29 And He said, “Come!” And Peter got out of the boat, and walked 
on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But seeing the wind, he became 
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 
Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and *said to 
him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
 
Matthew 25:1-13 
25 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took 
their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were 
foolish, and five were prudent. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, they 
took no oil with them, 4 but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their 
lamps. 5 Now while the bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and 



began to sleep. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Behold, the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose and 
trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the prudent, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the prudent answered, ‘No, there 
will not be enough for us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going away to make the 
purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him 
to the wedding feast; and the door was shut. 11 Later the other virgins also 
came, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open up for us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly I say 
to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Be on the alert then, for you do not know the 
day nor the hour. 
 
 
Hymn: #364 My Jesus, I Love thee 
 
Benediction 
 
 

                                                                                            
 

Upcoming Announcements 
 
 
 
 Women’s Bible Study is focusing on“Relying on the Holy Spirit” by Charles Stanley.  
Join us on Mondays at 10 am at the Christian Center. 


